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WHY ARE GUTTERS IMPORTANT? 

Many homeowners don’t think too much about their gutters, but they should. With experts 
expecting a seven to nine percent increase of home prices this year across the nation, more people 
are realizing that gutters can add value to their homes and help prevent them from having to pay 
for costly future repairs. 

SIX REASONS WHY GUTTERS ARE SO IMPORTANT. 
1.   Gutters are your home’s primary line of defense against water damage. As much as 1,200 gallons of water 

can be accounted for by one inch of rain washing off the roof of a typical 2,000 square foot home. Each year, 
that adds up to almost 32,000 gallons of water, enough water to fill 2 average sized swimming pools! Gutters 
keep this water away from your home’s foundation and out of your basement, preventing serious damage.  

2.         Y our home and basement stay dry. A home without gutters is an open invitation for runoff to fall right next
     to the foundation. Water can flow through loose fill material that was excavated for basement foundation      
     construction, leading to saturation of that material and great pressure being exerted on basement walls.  
     Having gutters and keeping them free of debris will prevent basement floods. 

3.   The foundation of your home is protected. Without gutters, water can erode the soil around your home, 
leading to the settling of the foundation. You may even start to notice uneven floors or cracks in walls and 
chimneys. Once the water enters your home through those cracks, you’ll have another problem to deal with: 
mold growth.

4.   Insects are kept away from your home. A standing water pool is a favorite breeding spot of mosquitoes. 
Having gutters and making sure they don’t clog will drive rainwater far away enough from your home to 
prevent standing water pools from accumulating on your lawn. 

5.   Fascia and soffits are prevented from becoming saturated and rotting. Fascia and soffit both help your roof 
protect your home. Fascia, the trim surrounding the area where the gutters attach to the roof, serves as a 
barrier between weather and the outside edge of a roof. Soffit, which contains tiny holes that help bring 
moisture or heat away from the home, helps prevent the growth of bacteria, mold, and mildew. If either the 
fascia or soffit is damaged from lack of gutters or gutters clogged with debris, serious problems due to water 
damage can ensue. 

6.   Topsoil is preserved. Topsoil plays an important role in protecting the foundation of your home. If you don’t 
have gutters or they are not working properly, the topsoil around your home will quickly erode, causing your 
foundation to become weak. 



12 SIGNS 
YOU NEED NEW GUTTERS
Gutters that aren’t level, are coming apart at the seams or are bent, dented, cracked, rusting or have holes in them  
should be replaced immediately to prevent serious water damage to your home and your home’s foundation. 

Here are other signs you should replace your gutters. 
1.   WATER IS LEAKING INTO YOUR BASEMENT. Gutters that aren’t working properly allow water to fall 

near your home’s foundation, causing the material that was dug for the construction of your basement to become 
saturated. As this material exerts pressure on the walls of your basement, flooding is more likely to become an issue.

2.   MOLD IS GROWING IN YOUR BASEMENT OR ON YOUR HOME’S EXTERIOR. Improperly working 
gutters cause moisture levels in your basement to increase, leading to mold and mildew growth. Mold and mildew 
can lead to many health problems for you and your family. 

3.   YOUR HOME’S FOUNDATION IS CRACKING. Leaky or clogged gutters direct water toward your 
foundation, not away from it. This can cause your foundation to crack. 

4.   THERE ARE POOLS OF STANDING WATER IN YOUR GUTTERS. Gutters clogged with water are great 
spots for mosquitoes to breed. With mosquito-borne diseases such as West Nile Virus on the rise, homeowners 
should take extra care to make sure their gutters aren’t clogged. 

5.   YOU CAN HEAR WATER SMACKING TO THE GROUND WHEN IT RAINS. Blocked or misaligned 
gutters can cause water to pour over the sides of your gutters, leading to further drainage issues. 
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6.   PUDDLES OF WATER FORM AROUND YOUR HOME AFTER A RAINSTORM. These puddles can 
cause both mosquito and mold problems. 

7.   THE PAINT ON YOUR HOME IS PEELING OR WOOD IS CORRODING in areas behind your gutters. 
Worn, misaligned or clogged gutters can allow gutter water to backsplash or overflow and run down the backs of 
your gutters along your home’s exterior, wrecking the paint on your home or wood behind your gutters during the 
process. 

8.   YOU NOTICE RUST STAINS ON OR AROUND YOUR HOME. Reddish stains on the grass or patio 
around your gutter’s downspouts are caused by corroding gutters. 

9.   THERE ARE GAPS EITHER BETWEEN GUTTER CONNECTIONS or between gutters and fascia boards. 
These gaps also indicate gutter problems. 

10.   YOU’RE FINDING NAILS OR BROKEN FASTENERS that have fallen from loose gutters. If you often come 
across loose fasteners, nails and screws, gutter replacement should become a priority. 

11.    YOUR LANDSCAPING IS NOW HOME TO WATER CHANNELS. These water channels can cause 
damage to mulch and lead to soil erosion. Gutter replacement can help bring your landscaping back to life.  

12.   SOIL IS WASHING OUT OR ERODING. As the soil erodes or is washed away from your home’s foundation 
due to uncontrolled water runoff, rapid settlement of the foundation is more likely. 



CHOOSING 
THE RIGHT 
GUTTER 
SYSTYEM FOR 
YOUR HOME 
Steel, copper or aluminum gutters? Segmented or seamless 
gutters? Selecting the right gutter for your home can undoubtedly 
seem like an overwhelming process. But it doesn’t have to be. 
Here are three factors homeowners should consider when 
purchasing new gutters. 

1. MATERIAL. 
Gutters made of quality material are durable, attractive and 
will require little to no maintenance in the future. Steel gutters 
are strong but are susceptible to rusting. Copper gutters are 
usually too costly for many residential installations. Heavy-gauge 
aluminum gutters are the best bet for most homeowners. Heavy-
gauge aluminum is lightweight, won’t rust and can endure years  
of exposure to the elements. 

2. STYLE OF GUTTER. 
It is also important to consider the style of gutters. PVC and plastic 
gutter sections can do more harm than help. These gutter sections 
need to be joined every ten feet and tend to leak at the seams. 
Leaking gutters can cause serious damage to your home and its 
foundation. Seamless gutters will help you avoid having to pay 
for costly future home repairs. Seamless gutters are built on-site, 
making sure they won’t leak and will allow uninterrupted water 
flow across the entire length of your roof. 

3. COLOR. 
Choosing the right color for your gutters can add more appeal  
to your home. The color of your gutters should compliment  
your siding, trim, or roof. 
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1.   Draining of up to 22 inches of rainfall per hour. A quality gutter system should be unobstructed so that it can 
handle large amounts of precipitation. Gutter protection system can withstand twice the amount of rainfall that 
has ever been recorded in the U.S. by the National Weather Service. 

2.   Prevention of freeze/thaw expansion of gutters and fascia in winter. Not only can the freeze/thaw expansion 
process lead to splitting gutter seams and loose hangers, but it can also cause your gutters to pull away from your 
home. With our gutter protection system, ice build-up in your gutters will become a problem of the past. 

3.   Elimination of standing water from gutters. Insects love to breed in standing water. The gutter protection system 
you choose should prevent clogs that create these pools of water and lead to insect infestations. 

4.   Effective on any roof, regardless of slope. A good gutter protection system will work on any roof, no matter how 
steep or flat. The unique nose-forward design of our gutter guard enables the system to function on any roof. 

5.   Support by corrosion-resistant aluminum bracket. The heavy-gauge brackets we use to build our gutter guard are 
designed to increase the strength of the entire gutter system.

6.   Enhanced appearance of your roofline. Our gutter guard system comes in many different colors so you can select 
the color that blends best with your roofline. 

7.   Multi-layer paint finish that won’t crack, chip or peel. Wearing and tearing, fading, cracking or peeling should not 
be words that describe your gutters. With our gutter protection system’s exclusive finish, you’ll be saying your 
gutters are beautiful and durable. 

 

THE SOLUTION 
TO ALL YOUR 
GUTTER 
PROBLEMS
A high-quality, reliable gutter protection system can easily

make your gutter problems go away. In addition to keeping 

nearly all forms of debris out of your gutters and being able 

to handle heavy snow loads and extreme winds, gutter 

helmet protection system offers the following benefits. 

Huff  ‘N PUFF •   518-649-4789  •   H U F F N P U F F I N C . C O M



HOW GUTTER PROTECTION 
SYSTEMS WORK YEAR ROUND
According to the U.S. Department of Safety, falls are the number one cause of injury. Each time you climb a ladder 

 to clean your gutters, you are putting yourself at risk of serious injury. A quality gutter protection system will  

keep your gutter free of debris and you out of harm’s way. 

Here are some more advantages of having a good gutter protection system. 
1.   Protection of your home from water damage. Clogged gutters mean bad news all around. They can overflow, 

leading to rotting of your walls and fascia, flooding in your basement, and damage to ceilings and crawl spaces. 

2.    Prevention of damage to your landscaping. If you saw your flowers and plants washing away during the last 

rainstorm, your gutters are clogged and the water is overflowing onto your landscaping. A quality gutter  

protection system can help keep your landscaping in prime shape. 

3.   Protection of your roof & shingles. Our gutter guard system is built to fit over or under your roof shingles.  

Once it’s installed, you can be sure your roof and shingles are fully protected. 

4.   Prevention of cracking foundation. Cracks in your foundation are great places for mold to enter your home and 

wreak havoc. With a good gutter guard system, your foundation will stay strong. 
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MAKE YOUR HOME 
MORE DISASTER-READY 
WITH A GUTTER PROTECTION SYSTEM 
Family survival kit? Check. Copies of insurance policies and other important documents? Check. Knowledge 
of community warning systems and evacuation routes? Check. All of these can help you and your family stay 
safe from storms. Your gutter protection system should do the same. 

Making sure debris is kept out of your gutters is a good way to protect your home during heavy rainstorms. 

A quality rain gutter guard protection system that prevents debris from clogging your gutters is a smart 

investment. Clogged gutters can disintegrate during bad weather and they can even cause your entire 

gutter system to collapse! Water build-up in gutters can also lead to deterioration of your home’s roof and 

foundation. With a strong gutter protection system, you, your family and your home will be more ready for 

weather-related disasters.  
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HOW TO DEAL 
WITH ICE DAMS 
Making snow angels, drinking hot tea by the fire, and attending holiday 
parties with friends and family are all fun activities to do during the 
winter. Hacking away at ice with a shovel, hammer or chisel because an 
ice dam has formed on your eaves or in your gutters is not. When snow 
melts on your roof and then re-freezes on the eaves, ice dams form. Not 
only can these dams damage your roofing materials, but they can also 
cause water to leak into your home. 

HERE ARE SOME OPTIONS YOU HAVE FOR COMBATTING ICE DAMS. 

1.   Go into the attic and aim a box fan at the underside of the roof. If it’s 
chilly enough outside, the cold air from the fan will freeze the melting 
snow on your roof in a matter of minutes. Remember that water and 
electricity make a dangerous combination. Make sure that you plug 
the fan into an extension cord before taking it to the attic and plug it in 
away from the water. 

2.   Rake the ice off. A long-handled aluminum roof rake or a rake with 
wheels can be a good tool to get rid of an ice dam. If you can’t reach 
the roof with the rake while standing on the ground, you will need to 
call a professional roofing contractor to do the job for you. 

3.   Fill the leg of an old pair of pantyhose with a calcium magnesium 
acetate mixture. The mixture won’t corrode your roof unlike other ice 
melt products, but you will probably need multiple pairs of pantyhose, 
depending on the size of the ice dam. After you fill the leg of the hose, 
tie the top and toss the hose onto the roof while standing on the 
ground. Use an extension pole to position the hose so it crosses the 
ice dam and hangs over the gutter. 

4.   Install a heated cable. If the cable is installed before it snows, this 
method can prevent the temperature of your roof from fluctuating 
and ice dams from forming. Heated cable can inhibit ice from building 
up on your eaves and in your gutters, melting snow and ice before 
they can cause damage. The cable is self-regulating, energy efficient, 
easy to use and can be installed in less than a day. 
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THE BENEFITS OF 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Not only do seamless gutters require less maintenance than do traditional gutters, but they are also stronger than 

traditional gutters. Our seamless gutter system is built right on site from a single piece of metal, ensuring that it 

will protect your home from water damage and stand up to years of exposure to the elements. 

In addition, our seamless gutters offer the following advantages. 

1.  No gaps between sections, even as the gutters age

2.  Unique design ensures reliable water flow across the entire length of your roofline

3.  Heavy-gauge aluminum ensures the gutter system stays strong for many years 

4.  Double warranty protection, covering the cost of materials and labor 

5.  A wide selection of colors, making it easy for you to choose the color that best complements your home 

IF YOU WANT BEAUTIFUL AND FUNCTIONAL GUTTERS, SEAMLESS IS THE BEST OPTION. 

Huff  ‘N PUFF •   518-649-4789  •   H U F F N P U F F I N C . C O M



HIRING AN INSTALLATION COMPANY 
YOU CAN TRUST 
Hiring the right company to install your gutters can mean the difference between having gutters 
that work and gutters that cause damage to your home. You can ask friends for referrals and then 
take the time to interview each installer they recommend. If your friends can’t recommend any 
installers, you can ask installers at big-box stores about their experience.

Who ever you hire make sure they are a professional team that will explain the entire gutter  
installation process to you and answer all your questions. Make sure the company does complete 
background checks and drug tests on all their employees so you can rest assured that they will  
respect youyou’re your home, arrive on time, complete their work according to schedule, and 
leave your home as clean as they found it. 
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